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Previously illustrated with blackÂ and white photographs, thisÂ reference now provides

professionalsÂ with a colorful guide to the production of commercial foliage crops.

FeaturingÂ updated and expanded information, including cultural changes, new technological

advances, and eight new foliage crops, the guide now coversÂ more than 70 species of foliage

appropriate to commercial environments&#151;anthuriums, bromeliads,Â ferns,Â bamboos,

birds-of-paradise, and African violets. In addition toÂ exploring each plantâ€™s natural habitat,

varieties, and propagation, thisÂ referenceÂ also counsels growers on uses,Â nutrition, pests,

disorders, interior care, and the most common problemsÂ affecting these types of foliage.Â Tables

also list leaf analysis rating standards for nutrients for many of the crops discussed.
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Books on houseplants normally give a nice picture a short description of the plant with some cultural

hints. I've always been disappointed with the limited information available on these common plants.

In my opinion, lack of proper information is why so many people think they have a "brown thumb."

Recently, while scanning through the Ball Publishing Catalog, I discovered a wonderful book on

houseplants.Lynn P. Griffith, Jr. Tropical Foliage Plants: A Grower's Guide. Ball Publishing.

1998.Lynn Griffith, the author, is President of the A&L Southern Agricultural Laboratories, Inc. that

does agricultural testing and consulting work for clients in Florida, Latin America and the Caribbean.

He has written many articles for technical journals about growing plants based on his trial and error



learning and results of the testing he does for clients. This book pulls together his knowledge on the

most common foliage plants.Tropical Foliage Plants: A Grower's Guide is actually written for the

grower producing foliage plants for local greenhouses, florist shops, and other stores. Since it is

written in easy to understand language, it is also suitable for the hobbyist grower. Griffith provides

information on habitat (where the plant originated), uses, varieties, propagation, culture, nutrition,

diseases, insect and mite pests, disorders, tricks, and interior care of each plant covered.The book

is organized using the scientific name with the common name given also in the titles.
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